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Q.uestionnai re 



INTRODUCTION: 



The study of the conditions in the libraries in Indiana's correctional 
institutions was undertaken at the request of State Senator Leonard Opperman, 
chairman of a legislative committee studying the Indiana Department of 
Correction, The purpose of the study was to obtain a professional evaluation 
of the adequacy of library facilities in the penal institutions of the state. 
The request for the Indiana State Library to undertake this study was par- 
ticularly appropriate in that this library is authorized to perform "services 
in behalf of the. .. institutional ... 1 ibraries of the State as may be con- 
sidered proper and for the best interests of the people.,, and the institutions 
of the state". (Acts 1925, Ch. 58, Sec. 6, para, f) 

Realizing that the libraries in the institutions must serve several 
needs and desiring to have a wide professional evaluation, the State Library 
invited the Indiana Library Association, the Indiana School Librarians' 
Association and the Department of Public Instruction to join in this study. 
Representatives of each of these agencies participated in the study. Dr. 
Mildred Lowell of the Graduate Library School at Indiana University accom- 
panied the team on three visits as an observer. 

Due to the time required to prepare legislation, Senator Opperman asked 
for the report of this survey within 60 days or by August 1, 1966. There- 
fore, since the mechanics of conducting an adequate survey used up most of 
the allotted time, it became necessary to prepare a brief, but comprehensive 
and accurate summary report for Senator Opperman's committee. This report, 
which follows, was prepared at a meeting of the members of the visiting 
teams. The first part of the report is a summary of the major problems 

found at the institution libraries and which are generally applicable to 

\ 

all the libraries. The second part contains the recommendations which the 
team felt were the necessary steps to remedy the major problems needing 
immediate attention. 
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SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS; 



After completing the study it is immediately evident that the libraries 
in Indiana’s correctional institutions are wholly inadequate. However, 
the study group feels that the dark picture of library service found in 
these libraries in no way reflects upon the dedication and interest of the 
staff and the inmate assistants who have worked with these libraries; rather 
this is a reflection of the long years of neglect by the State of its 
responsibility to provide the resources necessary to make adequate library 
service possible. 

On the basis of the study conducted by the Indiana State Library with 
the cooperation of the Department of Public Instruction, the Indiana Library 
Association and the Indiana School Librarians' Association the following 
major problems were found. 

PERSONNEL 

1. There is no provision for central supervision or coordination 
of library services at the department level. 

2. No individual library has the services of a trained professional 
librarian, although interested officers or teachers have been 
assigned to the library but in only one of the six institutions 
is the assignment full time. 

3. There has been no provision for the in-service training of the 
inmate ass istants. 

MATERIALS 

1. There is little or no evidence of the selection and purchase of 
library materials. Collections consist almost entirely of gifts 
which minimize the possibility of the development of a library 
capable of contributing significantly to the real needs^of the 
ins.t itut ion. 

2. Although the shelves of all the libraries visited were full, 
there is a high percentage of obsolete, ephemeral, and insig- 
nificant material, frequently the discards of other libraries. 
Upwards of 75% of these could be discarded with a resulting 
improvement in the collection. 

3. While the greatest need and demand in the institutional libraries 
is for nonfiction, the predominant material represented in the 
collection is fiction. 
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b* There is a lack of current and acceptable reference materials 
such as dictionaries, general encyclopedias, handbooks, etc. 

5. None of the i ibrary collections contained audiovisual materials, 
such as films, filmstrips, records, tapes, etc, 

6. In spite of the heavy demand for and use of periodicals and 
newspapers only a few of the libraries receive them regularly 
on a subscription basis and then in limited number. 

SERVICES 

1. The lack of professional personnel prevents the selection and 

use of a collection that meets the full range of the institutions' 
needs - the recreational needs of all the inmates, the support 
of the institutions' educational programs, and the professional 
needs of the staff. 

2. There is a lack of reader guidance, - the identification of the 
needs of the individual and the assistance in selecting and 
locating the library services and resources to meet these needs. 

3. Maximum use of the existing facilities is prevented by the limited 
hours that the libraries are open and by the restrictions on 
inmate movement. 

b. Although attempts to organize and catalog (or "index") the 
individual collections were noted, the lack of professional 
cataloging and classification hampers the inmates' accessibility 
to the material in the collections. 

PHYSICAL FACILITIES 

1. Except at the State Farm and the Girl's School, the space for 
the library is physically too small, which has resulted in over- 
crowding, and the lack of browsing, reading, or study privileges 
in the 1 ibrary. 

2. Although it varies from institution to institution generally the 
lighting and ventilation are substandard. 

3. No provisions in space or equipment are present in the libraries 
for group activities such as book discussion groups, or for 
showing films or for listening to records. 

LOCATION OF LIBRARY IN RELATION TO OTHER ACTIVITIES 

The libraries are inaccessible to inmates located in outside 
dormitories and in other locations separated from the parent 
institutions such as the youth camps. 



The following recommendations are suggested as steps to be taken to 
rove the quality of library service in Indiana's correctional institu- 



1. In developing the library program in the Department of Correction 
three areas of library responsibility should be recognized -the 
recreational needs of the inmates, the support of the educational 
programs of the institution, and the professional needs of the 
staff. 

2. A professional librarian should be appointed as supervisor or 
coordinator of library services in the correctional institutions. 
Preferably this position should be established within the organi- 
zational structure of the Department of Correction; however, at 
the present time and as a temporary measure the function of super- 
vision and coordination might better be performed by a new member 
of the staff of the Extension Division, Indiana State Library, 
who would be designated Institutional Library Consultant. 

3. Each institution, except the Women's Prison where the inmate 
population warrants only a limited educational program, should 
have a full-time professional librarian who meets the State 
licensing requirements for school librarians. 

4. All materials ordered or otherwise procured or made available for 
addition to the institutional libraries should be centrally re- 
ceived, cataloged, and processed. 

5*. A regular adequate appropriation of State funds for the specific 
purpose of purchasing library materials should be provided in orde 
to establish and maintain adequate collections of materials in 
the correctional institutions. 

6. All gift books should be collected, screened and, if approved for 
addition, processed at a centralized processing service. 

7. The Department of Correction should adopt the Objectives and 
Standards for Libraries in Correctional institutions endorsed 

by the American Correctional Association and the American Library 
Association as goals for libraries in Indiana's correctional 
institutions . 

8. A strong professional library should be developed and located 
centrally with smaller collections of the most needed and most 
used professional materials provided at each institution. 

9. Where possible there should be a relaxing of regulations which 
prevent the maximum use of the libraries by the inmates. 



It is the conviction of those who participated in this study that 
adequate library service is essential if the rehabilitation of inmates in 
this state's correctional institutions is to be achieved, and the above 
nine recommendations need to be effected. 
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